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SUBJECT: 


THE PRESIDENT 


MAJOR GENERAL A, M. HAIG, JR. 


Message from North Vietnamese 



There has been considerable activity between ourselves and Hanoi over 
the past eight hours. We were advised last night by Hanoi that they were 
prepared to accept our position on the two remaining controversial Chapters 
7 and 8 and that they in essence had collapsed in the interest of a prompt 
settlement. They insisted, however, that we formally accept the final 
agreement by today, October 20, and threatened to break off the .discussion 
and go public if we did not meet this deadline. Early this morning we 
replied to the North Vietnamese ultimatum by agreeing to the two chapters 
but by insisting that Hanoi ratify a number of essential unilateral statements 
governing our interpretation of their private assurances: 


-- The US requires a NVN statement that it will take measures to 
arrange the release of US prisoners, military and civilian, outside of 
Vietnam on the same schedule as those held in Vietnam. 


* 

-- On Laos, we would accept a NVN statement indicating that our 
two countries will actively contribute to the successful conclusion of 
negotiations between Laotian parties so as to make possible a ceasefire 
in Laos within one month. 


-- With respect to Cambodia, we would operate on the basis of 
statements by Le Due Tho that when the war is settled in Vietnam the 
question of Cambodia wo’ld be settled, the foreign forces will be withdrawn 
and the North Vietnamese will refrain from Introducing troops and war 
materiel into Cambodia. 


If the North Vietnamese agree to the statements made in the message, 
Dr. Kissinger proposes to follow the schedule outlined below: 

-- Arrive in Hanoi on October 24, two days later than originally 
scheduled. 
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-- Joint announcement of the agreement at 9:00 p. m. Washington 
time on October 27 • 

Possible ceasefire as of Noon Washington time on October 28. 

* 

-- Signing of the agreement on October 31 in Paris. 
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